Item 7 (a) - Revised Draft Taxi And Private Hire Licensing Policy

The attached report was considered by the Licensing Committee, relevant
minute extract below:

Licensing Committee - 5 January 2016 (Minute 20)

The Committee considered a draft policy which had been prepared with
members of the Taxi Liaison Group with views sought on the Local
Authority’s strategy to improve the number of wheelchair accessible
vehicles within the Hackney Carriage fleet. At the Licensing Committee on
29 September 2015, Members had approved consultation with the taxi trade,
the Access Group for Sevenoaks District and residents of the District via the
Council’s website. The draft taxi licensing policy had been consulted on
from 12 October until 11 December 2015. The Council was required to
regularly review its Taxi Licensing Policy and the last policy had been
published in January 2012. The report summarised the responses received
and made recommendations for the Committee to propose to full Council on
16 February 2016 regarding adoption of the policy. The Licensing
Partnership Manager highlighted a typographical mistake.

Members particularly considered the wording of Section 4.5 with regards to
increasing the number of wheelchair accessible vehicles. The Chairman
moved the recommendation as amended by paragraph 30 (a) and (b) of the
report which was debated. For legal clarification the wording at paragraph
30 (a) of the report was amended to read ‘vehicles requiring a new plate’
rather than ‘licenses’.

Public Sector Equality Duty

Members noted that consideration had been given to impacts under the
Public Sector Equality Duty.

Resolved: That the Taxi and Private Hire Licensing Policy be
recommended for adoption by Full Council and reviewed by the
Committee in September 2017, subject to the following amendments

i) in order to increase the number of wheelchair accessible vehicles
that form part of the fleet for Hackney Carriage vehicles licensed
by Sevenoaks District Council, Section 4.5 to include

(@) from 1st September 2016 all additional hackney carriage
vehicles requiring a new plate, must be wheelchair
accessible. That is those that require the issue of a new
Hackney Carriage plate number. (This does not apply to
replacement vehicles, change of ownership of vehicles or
vehicles that are replacing damaged vehicles) and



(b) from 1st January 2018 all vehicles that reach the end of
their life with respect to being eligible for licensing as a
licensed vehicle (i.e. 10 years since the date of its first
registration) must be replaced by a wheelchair accessible
vehicle. (This does not apply to change of ownership of
vehicles or vehicles that are replacing damaged vehicles or a
total loss.); and

i) “1500cc’ be corrected to read ‘1400cc’ at Appendix 5B, paragraph
5 under Environmental Considerations of the draft policy.



